Liturgy for Baptism 

(Colby Edward Heindrichs; Parents: Erin and Craig; Godparents: Michaela and Connor)

Members and Friends in Christ, we gather now to celebrate the gift of grace in the sacrament of baptism.  The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of God’s grace. In as much as the promise of the gospel is to all people, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of this child’s acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of Colby’s participation in God’s forgiveness, and the beginning of his growth into full Christian faith and discipleship.

(To the parents): Do you desire to have your child baptized into the faith and family of Jesus Christ? If so please say: We do…Parents: We do…Will you encourage him to renounce the powers of greed, hatred, selfishness and oppression, receiving new freedom in the life of Jesus? If so please respond: We do…Parents: We do.

(To the parents and godparents): Do you promise, by the grace of God, to show love and justice and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ as best as you are able? If so, please respond: We do…Parents and godparents: We do.

(To parents and godparents): Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow with Colby in the Christian faith and help to further the mission of Jesus Christ in the world? If so please respond: We do….Parents: We do.

(To the congregation):

Please rise as you are able: Jesus calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support and care to Colby as he is about to be baptized and grow in Christ? If so please say: We do with God’s help.

Let us pray.

We thank you, God, for the gift of creation called forth by your Word.  Before the earth had shape and form, your Spirit moved over the waters.  Out of the waters of the deep, you formed the firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain all life.  In the time of Moses, your people passed the Red Sea waters from slavery to freedom and crossed the flowing waters of the Jordan river to enter the pomised land.  In time you sent Jesus Christ who was nurtured in the water of Mary’s womb. Jesus was baptized by John at the river Jordan and became living water to the woman at the Samaritan well. He washed the feet of his disciples and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Holy Spirit….POUR WATER…Bless this water gracious God.  By your Holy Spirit continue your creative work through this water…that through You, the one about to be baptized will continue to grow in love and faith.  Amen.

By what name shall your child be called?  Parents respond.

Colby Edward Heindrichs…you are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  (Laying hands on head) The Holy Spirit be upon you Colby Edward Heindrichs, Child of God, disciple of Christ, Member of God’s Church…Let us now rise, and sing hymn #325.

