Dear Dan and Sue,
Jeanne receives a pdf of the newsletter from our previous church in Michigan, and she forwards it to me.  I really liked the focus of this week’s message and thought you might like to read it as well.  The bolded emphasis is mine.
Peace,
Duncan
Peace on Earth
The Advent-Christmas Season is always a great time of celebration.  I like to watch the eyes of children.  They are mesmerized by the lights and decorations.  Their mouths hang open in amazement.  Their smiles are so broad.  I cannot say I enjoy the snow and cold as much as I use to, but as it comes I find myself singing, “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot like Christmas”.  When I reflect on the first Christmas, it had even more of the elements of celebration.  The glory of God that the angels brought more than made up for our bright lights.  The message “good news of great joy” far surpassed the expectations of gifts that we have at Christmas time.  And the “Peace on earth, goodwill to men” is as much needed today as it was during the political turmoil in Jesus’ day.
I like those last words, “Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men”.  As the Advent season began this year, these words filled my mind.  The question I asked myself, as I now ask you was, “How will I experience a greater measure of peace because of the Advent-Christmas season this year?”  In my study of these words, I have come to realize that God sent us His Son to greatly enhance “Peace” in three ways.
Jesus came to earth to first, and most importantly, give us “Peace with God”.  After receiving the gift of eternal life and a personal relationship with God, we can live lives with the “Peace of God” in our hearts.  And because our lives are transformed, we can become agents of Peace, “Peacemakers”, to spread the true Peace that Jesus came to give to a world which so desperately needs true Peace.
If you were to go to the mall and ask people, “Do you have a need for more peace in your life this year?”  I am sure the answer would be almost unanimous.  Everyone is looking for peace. Some would say they want more peace in our world, our country, in politics, in race relations, and so forth.  Others would point to their own life and tell you they want more peace at home.  It could be they need more peace in their marriage, with their children, with their parents, with brothers and sisters, or with former friends.  Some would say they just need a greater amount of peace in themselves.  They are sorry about decisions they made, how they hurt others, or about the stress and fear they are living with.
True peace begins with a new relationship with God.  When we confess our sins, place our trust in the gift God gave at Christmas, and the finished work of His Son on the cross, we are forgiven, cleansed, justified and become new people in Christ.  Paul wrote: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have PEACE WITH GOD through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1).  True peace begins with “Peace with God” and the other peace is not available without a right relationship with God through His Son.  In receiving this peace, our lives are once again realigned with the divine purpose and plan of the universe.  We have status!  We are God’s children.  We have purpose.  Our lives have significance.
But there is more good news.  When Jesus came into our lives, He came not only to help us with our place in eternity, but to walk with us through all the events and circumstances of our lives.  Because nothing is too big or overwhelming for Him, because He knows everything and has all wisdom, He came to guide us through the maze of life.  He filled our lives with the “Peace of God”.  Instead of panic, stress, worry and fear, we can now ask for His help, guidance and direction.  Prayer became the first response instead of the last resort.  Paul writes, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the PEACE OF GOD, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6 & 7).
Now, we have a great gift to give to this needy world.  As we have received God’s peace, we are called on to be agents of peace to others.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the PEACEMAKERS, for they will be called sons (children) of God” Matthew 5:9.  Is there someone in your life who is stressed to the max?  Is there someone who needs your forgiveness?  Is there someone with whom you need to remove the barrier in your relationship?  Is there someone for whom you could meet an emotional or material need and help remove some stress in their life?  Recently, we challenged our student leaders to pray every day for the next month for at least one person who needs to receive “Peace with God”.  Is there a person whom God has placed on your heart who needs His PEACE?  How can each of us become greater agents of God’s Peace this Advent-Christmas season? 
Rev. Ron DeYoung
Western Michigan University Campus Pastor
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